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T wat not an open Enemy tha 
1 then I could have borne 


| But it war even thou my 
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Dzax SIR, 


HE faithleſs deſertion of friends, and the inſenſibi- 
lity ſhewn to the misfortunes of others, need not be 
repreſented more general than they are, to make a reflect- 
ing mind philoſephical or religious. Inſtances of a contrary 
conduct and diſpoſition are rather neceſſary to prevent men 
from becoming unſocial or deſperate, The moment and 
the manner in which you have exerted yourſelf in the cauſe 
of your country and humanity, whoſe common rights have 
been moſt groſsly violated in the perſon of a much-injured 
and oppreſſed individual, muſt, endear you to every heart 
that is capable of being warmed with public-ſpirit, or 
melted by generous compaſſion. I have, therefore; choſen 
thus to prefix your Name to a publication of this nature, as 
its moſt ſtriking contraſt, I have reaſon to be well perſuad- 

| -- 


iv DEDICATION. 

ed, that the noble motives from which you act will attend 

you through life; and that no part of your conduct will 

ever ſet my principle at variance with my private friendſhip. 
I take this opportunity to acknowledge the regard and 


confidence with which you have honoured me; and to 
profeſs myſelf, with the greateſt eſteem and affection, 


Dear SIR, 
Your moſt obedient and faithful 
Humble Servant, 


#3 > a > 


Feb. 21, 1% OO JOHN HORNE. 


1} * 
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1: was not an open Enemy that hath done me this di honour + : 
For then I could have borne it. 


But — it was even thou, my Companion, my Guide, end 
my own familiar Friend. - 


CANNOT tell how theſe words may have afrected others; 
1 but I have never read them myſelf, without being ſenſibly touch- 
ed at this pathetic nene of David. 
IN all bis other rials -we find him ithbne and ref Goned: but 
this he owns he could not bear. 


% 


7 5 e e | THERE 


time the moſt ſtinging of all others, 


1 8 B * * o N. 


Tarr are very ſew of us who have been at all converſant 
in the world, to whom it has not happened, at ſome time or other, 
to feel the ſame impatience on the ſame account. And becauſe a 
diſappointment in friendſhip is the moſt common, and at the ſame 
Liſten to me whilſt I 
propoſe to you a method how you may eſcape this anguiſh, and 


never know © how ſharper than a ſerpent's tooth it is to have a 
faithleſs FRIEND.“ 


—— 


FoRG1vEe me, O my God, that I am forced from this place to 


offer thee this public diſhonour, by putting ay friendſhip in com- 
petition with that of Man! 


Tnov, 0 God, beſt knoweſt Re little truſt there 1s repoſed 
in thee; and how neceſlary is this exhortation, to perſuade thy in- 
fatuated creature — Man to withdraw his confidence from his 


fellow- worm, and repoſe it wholly upon thee his Creator, who 
alone art mighty both to ſave and to d deſtroy. 


Tux diſtruſt of God's- friendſhip, and want of reliance upon 


him, ſprings from nothing elſe but infidelity. And this univerſal 
infidelity is fo great, that our Saviour always expreſſed the utmoſt 


ſurprize when he met with any one who believed his word. We, 


who know not ourſelves, nor our own conſtitution, ſhould rather. 


think it matter of wonder, to find any one in Iſrael, who, after 


all the mighty works performed before him, did not believe in 


Chriſt. ' And yet he, who beſt knew what was in man, and need- 
ed not that any one ſhould teſtify unto him, he never expreſſed 


the leaſt ſurprize at their Infuehty ; but was always * at 


their Faitb. 


To give one inſtance amongſt others. 3 
Oe e MAT- 


A 8 e N; 


MATT H E VIII. 


5. Wurd Jeſus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto 


* him a certain Centurion, beſceching him, 


6. © AN p ſaying, Lord, my ſervant lieth at home ſick of the 


40 palſy, grievouſly tormented. 


7. * AND Jeſus ſaith unto him, I will come and heal him. 


8. « Tux Centurion anſwered, and ſaid, Lord, I am not worthy 
te that thou ſhouldſt come under my roof; but ſpeak the word only 


and my ſervant ſhall be healed. 


10. When Jeſus heard it, he marvelled, and ſaid to them that 
followed, Verily I ſay unto you” — (that is, by my own truth I 1 


ſwear unto you,) I have not found ſo great faith, no, not in 


ec Trael.” 
Av if not in Iſrael, where ſhould he find it? 


4 W 0ULD he find it amongſt you 2 


7 


83 yourſelves well, and ſee which of you is there who 


does not pince more truſt and confidence in man than in God, 


WH o M do you make your friend? 


- Wnom do you follow ? 
WU ON do you Gollicit ? 


Faom whom do you expect? 


TzLL 


| 


go x 45 = = = © N 
Teil me which is moſt frequented arnongſt us——The 


Temple of the Lord? or the Levees of the Great The Courts df 
Princes? or the Houſe of God? 


IN our ſickneſs we call not on the Lord, but on the Phyſician ; 
as if God could not heal. - 


WV put our truſt in Man; as if God was not the Lord faithful 
a true. 


AND we labour for wealth; as if the earth was not his, nor he 
all-ſufficient. 


1 N our ubyfician we can ſee health; in our friends a ſure refuge; ; 
and in our wealth ſecurity. 


Ir is natural to. ſuppoſe, that this general practice proceeds from 
its general ſucceſs. Let us examine, therefore, whether ſuch a 
ſuppolition 1s well-founded. | 


AND by this enquiry we ſhall eaſily be able to determine which is 
moſt dehirable The friendſhip of Man, which you ſo ardently 
ſollicit; or the friendſhip of God, Who fo-anxiouſly ſollicits you. 


en HILDREN of wordly wiſdom ! keep your eyes upon the 
balance! It is in your ſcales that we weigh now the friendſhip of 
Man againſt the friendſhip of God ——Reaſon ana religion forbid 
any compariſon. ; 


vo 


— Ne ⁵⅛—1I»b —ͤ EEE IE 2: DU — ͤ¾ 


Oh [ much ; 


faithfulneſs and truth. 15 


A TY oe . OO © 


AND here indeed it cannot be denied, but that men are gene- 


rally very generous -in promiſes - vaſtly liberal of words. 


LE x us liſten to one of theſe your truſty friends. 
| War does he ſay ? 


ALL the ſervices that are in his power he begs you to command : 
nor can you poffibly do to. him a greater favour, than by giving 


him an *PPartudaity' to oblige you. 


Bur ſhould you unkindly take him at his word, Ah ! how ſoon 
would you find yourſelf os | and ſee that, as Laban ſerved 
Jacob, ſo he, when the time of execution came, inſtead of the 


NE Rachael that he en you; would N you off with Leah. 


"Wornuine being m more common with men than to profeſs ——- 
perrorm—little. 


Nor 6 your beavenly friend. The words of his. n are 


Ak» whoveas 3 profeſs more than they execute, he, 
on the contrary; beſtows always more than he promiſes. 


Wx read in the 19th chapter of the ad book of Kings, that God 
promiſed to Hezekiah concerning the King of Aſſyria, He ſhall 
** not come into this city; nor ſhoot an arrow there; nor come 


4 before it with ſhicld ; nor caſt a bank _ day *: 


C 5 To 


10 A 8 


M O N. 


To fulfil this promiſe nothing more was neceſſary than to cauſe 
the army of the Aſſyrians, by ſome means or other, to raiſe the 
ſiege of Jeruſalem. And this might eaſily have been done, either 


by a mutiny of the ſoldiers; or diſcord amongſt the leaders; or by 
their preſence being * in ſome other place. 


Bur tho this would have ſatisfied his promiſe, it did not the 
divine Giver of it. For * the ſame night the angel of the Lord 
„% went out and ſmote in the camp of the Afſyrians, and left dead 


e upon the place an hundred four ſcore and five thouſand carcaſſes,” 
and their camp a prey to the Jews. | 


AGAIN we read in the zd chapter of the it book of Kings, 
that God promiſed to give to Solomon what he ſhould aſk. Solomon 
choſe wiſdom, which, by his choice, he ſeemed even then to be 


in poſſeffion of: for never yet did bs one deſire more wiſdom who 
had not ne Jome.” EY . ite; 


'Go v therefore might ry FaichFulty nere fulkilled this promiſe, 
and have given him (as indeed he generally does 3 them in 
this world) wiſdom joined with neglect and many 


Bu r, no. It is God, and not 4 Man, that executes. It i is not 
ſufficient for him not to be worſe than his word,—he-will be better. 
And therefore to wiſdom, his promiſe, he ſuper-added riches and 
honour, which he had not promiſed. And in the ſame manner you 
may obſerve, throughout the holy ſcriptures, that the completion 
of God's promiſes always exceeds the terms in which they are made. 


» * 
21011-3175 1810 


„ai | 
THIS is indeed faithfulneſs. There is ſome little difference 
between this manner of proceeding, and that of your other friends. 


r 


A | S E R M O N. 11 


Nox is this difference very difficult to be accounted. favs when 
you conſider the motives of their friendſhip. 


For what are they your friends? For what do they come about 
you? To impart to you of their good fortune, or to partake of 
gJours f 


WHAT is the aim of all that obſequiouſneſs, that flattery and 
zeal, with which they attach themſelves to your perſon, and devote 
themſelves to your ſervice ? They will tell you that it is pure 
affection to your perſon. You are very good indeed if you be- 
lieve 10. No! They are the friends of your riches and of your 


power. Of the employments you haye to diſpoſe of ; of the favours 
you can beſtow, 


* 


Tu E Y are the friends of your proſperity. Juſt ſuch friends as 
the bees are to the flowers to ſuck from them their ſweeteſt 
Juice. Such friends as the ivy is to the oak that Ray up 
its ſides, it may exalt itſelf to a ** ſtation. 


AN p that this is really the caſe, I will appeal to your own 


experience. Do you not always ſee that the Rich have many friends 
—— the Poor, not one. | 


No God only i is the friend who ſeeks you for your ſake. He 
* Jou not . 


III. 


AND that he does fo is moſt apparent by the choice he makes. 
A choice ſo very different from that of man. To whom does God 
make all his profeſſions of friendſhip ? Is it not to thoſe who are 
in Poverty, Perſecution, Oppreſſion, Diſgrace and Miſery. * For 

; | te thou 


a 3 r MM © 


« thou art a God of the-afflicted (faith Judith ;) an Helper of the 


* oppreſſed ; an Upholder of the weak; a Protector of the forlorn; 
* a Saviour of them that are without wy *: Judith 9. and 11. 


Non E ever proved this truth moro plainly than the Mraclites. 


To whom, if ever God ſhewed himſelf partial; for whom if ever 


God wrought any wondrous works ;——it was when he ſaw them 
pom by the Egyptians to ſuch a ſtate of wretchedneſs, that 


< their life was ſpent with n and their years with ſighing. 


TEN it was that with a mighty hand, and with an out- ſtretched 
arm, he freed them from their eruel oppreſſors. | 


THEN it was that, for their ſake, the earth, the air, the fire; 
and the water, became the inſtruments of vengeance : and thoſe ele- 
ments were made to ſerve for the deſtruction of that very mankind, 


for whoſe benefit and advantage alone they are and were created. 


N o x is this his manner of procedng « Sanne G to the 
Iſraelites. 


RtcoLLEcT Elias. Did ever God work ſuch aſtoniſhing mi- 
racles in his favour; as when he ſaw him abandoned and forſaken 
by every friend, by every human defence, me ting vicim of 


tyranny and' cruel power ? 


THEN it was that for his ſake he rained down fire from heaven ! 


REMEMBER Eliſha ! Did ever God ſo openly and manifeſtly _ 
undertake his defence, as when he ſaw him fallen ſo very low, that 
his weakneſs and infirmities had made him the u lait, and 


ridicule even of enildten! 1 


2 Thy zx 


— 


8 


FFF 


THEN it was that for his ſake, the beaſts of the foreſt, with a 


: cruel | compaſſion, forſook their dens to vindicate the helpleſs pro- 


Phet—the abject out- caſt of mankind ! 


* 


. AGAIN When was it that our Saviour diſcovered how dear 
Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary, was to him? 


WAS. it not even then, when he was become a an * of diſguſt 
and loathing even to his own ſiſters ?——_ 


Tux it was chat the Jews who nocompenied him to the domi 
aſtoniſhed at the uncommon marks of his affection, ſaid one to ano- 
ther © See how he loved him!“ 


Bur they FRET rather to have ſaid See how he does love 
him ;——and not how he did love him: Since our Saviour plain- 


ly ſhewed, that bis friendſhip did not end with life; but that he 
ſtill continued the ſame warm affection to his friend, though rotting 


in the grave. 


0 v R human friends indeed do not often act in this manner. On 
the contrary, no ſooner do they fee us falling from our height 
and happineſs, than they inſtantly ſound a retreat; and perhaps 
betake themſelves to a precipitate flight. And thoſe ungrateful 
companions, who formerly baſked in the ſun-ſhine of our proſpe- 
rity, ——when. the cloud of adverſity is hanging over us, remove 
themſelves far from us; and withdraw from the acquaintance o, 
him whom before they almoſt adored. 


98 i ine GoB 


| 
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G op forbid that I ſhould wiſh any of you ever to prove the 
truth of what I ſay, by your own proper experience! 


No! I pray for your continuance in every earthly felicity : and 
that God may ſhower down upon you the choiceſt of his Bleſſings ! 


Bur ſhould your houſes, by any accident, at any time, "TY 
gin to totter Alas! how inſtantly would you ſee all thoſe do 
meſtic ſwallows, who now build their neſts in your roof, 


how ſoon would you ſee them, at the very firſt ſhock, deſert both 


it and them. 


FoR when misfortune comes upo 1 us, then it is that our friends 
degin to wiſh, with David, that they had the Ing of a dove 


that they may flee away from our approaching ruin and be at 
re/t from our importunity and complaints. 


Mis ERABLE Job! 


Ir ever any one had reaſon to expect faithfulneſs from Man, and 
aſſiſtance in diſtreſs; it was ſurely Job. 


Ir feeding dio hungry, and clothing the naked ; FADE TRE the 
orphan, and defending the widow ; if theſe, * every other 
office of univerſal and generous compaſſion, could give any one a 
claim to gratitude and returns of love he ſurely had the ſtrongeſt. 


AN p yet when his diſtreſs and preſſing calamity fell upon him, 
ſo far was he from finding ſome fond breaſt on which he could 
ſome pious hand to raiſe him from the duſt ;—ſome 


hoſpitable 


repoſe ; 
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hoſpitable roof to ſhelter him from-miſery ;—that he was left to 
lie like a dead dog caſt out upon a dunghill. | 


THE Sabeans fell upon his oxen and his aſſes, and flew his fer- 
vants with the edge of the ſword ; and one oy eſcaped to tell him. 


Tux fire fell down from heaven, and burnt up the ſheep and the 
ſhepherds; and again one eſcaped to tell him. 


TRE Chaldeans fell upon his camels and ſlew the ſervants ; yet 
{till ne eſcaped to tell him. 


THERE came a great wind from the wilderneſs, and ſmote the 
four corners of the houſe where his children and their friends were 
banquetting ; and ſlew them all—except one, who ſtill eſcaped to 
tell him. 


Bur the laſt ſtroke was more compleat, and more cruel than all 
the reſt. | g 


IxcnATIT UE — (mare fell than the Sabeans, the Fire, the 
Chaldeans, and the Tempeſt) ſeized on the hearts of all his friends: 
and from this plague not one eſcaped to tell him. 


ſy 


74 2 | Hear his own Words. 


« To him that is afflicted, days he, pity ſhould be ſhewn "VO 
ie his friends. But mine acquaintance are verily eſtranged from 
66 Mme. 875 1 5 423 — | | 


« My kinsfolk wi failed; and my . friends have for- 
<« gotten me. 


« Tyry 
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Tur that dwell in my houſe count me for-a' ſtranger : 
* am an alien i in their light. 
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"1 CALLED my ſervant dg his gave me no anſiver. 1 even 
6 intreated him with my * 


Ns M * nt is amen to my bettet de 1 nthantes thee for 
* the children's fake of my own i 


„ 


« ALL my inward friends abhor me; and ey e 1 10040 
« are turned againſt me. 


— — 


: * 


45 Have: Pity upon me,—— Have pity por m6——=O: VE MY. 
% FRIENDS,” | 


Bor perhaps you will tell me, that I have rather exaggerated the 
matter: for that Job, even deſerted as he was, had ſtill three friends 
left, who came together unanimouſly and «© by appointment, to 
«© mourn with him and to comfort him * that they no ſooner ſaw 
him than „they lifted up their voice and wept : they rent every 
« one his mantle, and fprinkled duſt upon their heads towards 


“ heaven,” 
| a - WELL I It is true. 
He had three friends. But has 3 friends are the very erſons 
who BEV to confirm more ſtrongly what I have been ſaying. * 
} ol; | | < SMART: 13111 E 


Fo R, pray tell! me Leſt they not 8 friend i in the ſame ae.” 
treſs and wretehedneſs 3 in vihion they found him 7, ee e 
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guiſh in our miſery? 


Dip they contribute the ſmalleſt matter to relieve his want? 


Dip they offer him one rag to clothe him in his nakedneſs ? 


"ON the contrary, hear what Job himſelf ſaid to them. 


" No w ye ſee my caſting down, ſays he, ye are afraid ?” 


AFRaAiD! of what ?— What was this mighty fear with which | 
their Friends calamity inſpired them ? 


WERE they afraid leſt they too ſhould fall into the ſame misfor- 


| tune? Or that the ſame diſeaſe ſhould happen unto them? 


No! they feared leſt they mould be obliged to contribute to is 


relief, And ſo Job tells them in the very next verſe. 


Wu V are ye afraid, ſays he? © Did I ſay Bring unto me ? 
« Or did I aſk you to give me a part of your ſubſtance ?” 


Wick words give us plainly to underſtand, that their principal 
concern and fear was for themſelves and for their own ſubſtance. 


* 


Ir then even from thoſe friends, whoſe natures are more ſoft and 
tender than the generality, the utmoſt friendſhip and aſſiſtance we 
muſt look for, conſiſt in empty words, and unavailing pity: 
What muſt we expect from thoſe who are of a rougher make and 
conſtitution ?—Will they not leave us neglected and unheeded to lan- 
to pour forth our life in tears,—and waſte 


our ſoul with fighing ? 
E "BD 
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Ir may be well perhaps if they do not aggravate our ſorrows. 


ſung, and ſported all the ſummer under the ſhade of ſome fair ſpread- 
ing tree :—when winter comes, and they behold it dry and wither- 
ed, are then the firſt to ſeize the bill, and wound it. without Mercy * 
hewing down trunk and boughs, and root and branches. 4 


Sincs wel chen, and ſo precarious is the. tene "of human 
friendſhip ; ſince, like a pointed ſpear, it ſeldom fails to pierce thro' 


thoſe who lean upon it, let it be our wiſdom, as it is our duty, to 
place our confidence in God. | 


* f f — 


Ax p though, by the 0505 of our mata, we 1 find our 


1 Companions amongſt men, let God only be followed a as our Guide, and 
| truſted as our famihar Feng 7 os. 


Like thoſe ungrateful villagers, who, after having danced and - 
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